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as sponsors of the Fireball
we are delighted 138

Our business is solung ;‘.’gn ard engineenng problems, Resaarch

and deve'opment eng nesrstevel in the intrnicacies of industrial projects
anly to wee their work 44allowed up, unheralded and unsung, i the
caunt s manufaciusd g processes. The continuous and visible success
of the Peter Milne dgfigned Firsba., therefore, has been of very great
sat sfaction ta ge -

Though)t}e{i(reball looned a potential winner from the prototype
stage, we ,a-ﬁ‘é always been wery miLch aware of the anthusiasm and
pe(sisEL:/ﬁr'enaeavour of bulders, associations and individual owners,
fo ke immeasurable credit is aue for the Fireball's present world-
wiple acclaim in top class racing,

" Qur sincere congratulations to all of you,
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MESSAGE FROM THE COMMODORE

n the occasion of the celebration of the Silver Jubilee of our Class

it is a pleasure for me to express on behalf of the Executive of
Fireball International our thanks firstly to Peter Milne who in 1962
conceived and designed a marvellous boat, and to the many
thousands of Fireball sailors and other devoted people who have
helped to establish the Class all over the World; secondly to our
official Sponsors, Norris Brothers, to Chatham Printers and to the
advertisers for their financial assistance and support in the produc-
tion of this Commemorative Handbook, a souvenir of our Silver
Jubilee Year which [ am sure you will find interesting and useful.
Congratulations to Richard Hughes, the Editor, and to the con-
tributors for an excellent job of work. In the pages that follow you
will find a record of the International Fireball which after twenty—five
years is best described by three words — FAST, FRIENDLY AND FUN.

It is no secret that dinghy sailing and Fireballing of course has,
during the past decade, had its ups and downs and for a number of
reasons which I do not propose to analyse here we have lost mem-
bership and some National Class Associations have closed down;
the situation although serious is not dramatic and everyone involved
in the International Fireball organisation must become conscious
of the fact that he personally can help to improve it. The curreni
recovery of the class in countries such as Belgium, Holland and the
United States show that it is possible even in these times with
enthusiasm to go ahead.

After blowing oui the twenty—five candles of our Jubilee cake a
question arises: ‘What now for the next quarter of a century?’ In
other words — shall we either keep on a run and let events take their
course, or shall we round the lower mark and beat towards the
windward one making and implemienting our own positive decisions?
Clearly if our Class is to maintain its position in the forefront of the
racing dinghy world we have to take the second course. Therefore
let us all think about its future and put together constructive ideas
for a progressive programme. In previous messages I have pointed












NATIONAL CLASS
ASSOCIATIONS

AUSTRALIA
President: Colin Gurr

SecretaryfTreasurer: David Lewis, 1 Bolton Avenue,
Hampton, Victoria 3188, Australia
Tel: {(03) 598 5200

Editor/P.R.O.: Darren Dunkley-Smith
Chief Measurer: Neil Loveland

BELGIUM
President: Acland Claeys

Secretary: Bob Claerbout, Hofmeierlaan 10,
8310 Brugge, Belgium
Tel: 050 350591

Treasurer: Pier Vermeieren
Editor/P.R.C.AChief Measurer: John de Clercg

CANADA
President: Paul McCorkindale

SecretaryfTreasurer: Sally Cageorge, 487 Oxford Street,
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3M 3J1, Canada
Tel: (204} 452-1469

Editor/P.A.0.; Darryl Sonnenberg
Chief Measurer: Sandy Cravolin

CHANNEL ISLANDS

Chairman/Secretary/Treasurer: lan Moisan
Boyne House, Bagatelte Road,

Si. Saviour, Jersey, Channel Islands

Tel: 0534 26065

Chief Measurer: lan Simpson

CZECHOSLOVAKIA

President: tvan Vrana, Duchoslavka §, 160 00 Praha 6,
Czechoslovakia
Tel: (0} 2-311 6993

Secretary: Vera Bachtikova
Treasurer; Zdenek Paruzetc
Editor/P.R.C.: Karei Smetena
Chief Measurer: Jiri Altman
Chief Trainer: Vladimir Myslik
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FRANCE
President: Phillipe Gault

Secretary: Jean Marin, B.F. 17, S5t. Lunaire,
35800 Dinard, France
Tel: 99-463129

Treasurer; Rober Marly
Editor/P R.C.: Harry Giaume
Chief Measurer: Jean-Paul Sotteau

GERMANY

Acting Secretary/Treasurer: Karl-Heinz Hopfner

D4050 Monchengladbach 3
Stettinerstr 74

FRG.

Tel: 02166 603761

HAWAII

Commodore/Secretary: David Brown, 46-439 Holokaa Street,
Kaneohe, HI 96744, U5 A,

HOLLAND

President: Arnold Verkleij

Secretary/Treasurer: Anke Bardoul, Dreef 34,
4014 MK Wadenoyen, Holland
Tel: 03 4461817

Editor/RR.Q.: Ad Verivers
Chief Measurer: Koninklyk Nederlands Watersport Verbond

IRELAND

Chairman: Edward Ferris

Secretary/Treasurer: Michael Martin, 3 Fortfield Road,
Terenure, Dublin &
Tel: 01-806554

Editor/P.R.0O.: Michael Murphy
Chief Measurer: Edward Ferris
Sail Measurer: John Lavery

ITALY

Secretary/Treasurer: Luigi Fornaciart, Via Ippolito D'Aste 3/%,
16121 Genova, taly
Tel: 010 566780

JAPAN

President:

SecretaryfTreasurer: Yutaka Ckamoto, 3-6-19 Shinyamashita-Machi,
Naka-Ku, Yokohama-Shi, Kanagawa-Ken, 231 Japan



KENYA

Commedore: David Hollister

Secretary: Graham Alder, PO. Box 46160, Nairobi, Kenya
Treasurer: John Trundell

Chief Measurer: Rod Bennett

NIGERIA

Chairman: Tony Godwin

SecretaryfTreasurer: Anna Reece, cfo Tony Godwin,
33 Centraf Street, London, EC.1

Editor’PR.C.: Tony Godwin
Chief Measurer: Stewarl Jones

SOUTH AFRICA

Chairman: Cormac Bradley

Secretary/Treasurer: Dergk Robinson, PO. Box 1138,
Carletonville 2500, South Africa
Tel: (01491) 3381

Editor/R.R.0.: Cormac Bradley
Chief Measurer: Walter Davy/Adam French

SWA/NAMIBIA

Chairman: Hagen Zimmermann

Secretary/Treasurer: Ursel Zimmermann, PO. Box 2672,
Windhoek 9000, Namibia
Tel: 061 37146

Chief Measurer: Rudi Allers

SWEDEN
President: Kjefl Wester

Secretary: Ulf Danielsson, Artillerigatan 76 }1,
115630 Stockholm, Sweden
Tel: 08623169

Treasurer: Matz Kihlberg
Editor/P.R .O.: Mikael Westerberg
Chief Measurer: Hakan Nilsson

SWITZERLAND
Fresident: Stephan Ritzler

Secretary: Dorett Hanhant, Breitestr. 5,
8400 Winterihur, Switzerland
Tel: 052284072

Treasurer: Christine Landerer
Editar/P.R.O.: Heike Widmer
Chief Measurer: Uno Holtmann

THAILAND
Commodore: Nigel Hardy

SecretaryfMreasurer: Jens Overgaard, ESCAP,
The United Nations Building,

Rajadamnern Avenue, Bangkok 2, Thailand
Tel: 2829161-200

Editor/P.A.O.: Peter Cummins
Chisf Measurer: Panasarn Hasdin

UK.
Chairman: Veronica Falat

SecretaryfTreasurer: Frank Berry, Alderfen, Neatishead,
Norwich, NR12 BBP, England
Tel: 0692 630394

Editor/PR O.: John Sawbridge
Chiet Measurer: John Mayger

U.S.A.
Commodore: Craig Perez
Vice-Commodore: Chuck Hooker

Secretary/Treasurer: Scott Rovanpera, PO, Box 3973,
Walnut Creek, CA 94598, U.5.A.
Tel: (415) 939 4069

Editor/P.R.O.; John Sewyer
Chief Measurer: Bill Beard

YUGOSLAVIA

Secretary/Treasurer; Marko Kavcic, Skerijeva,
61210 Ljubljana, Yugoslavia

ZIMBABWE

Chairman: Peter Harrison, PO. Box 1771,
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe
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New South Wales 2001, Australia
Tel: Office —221-2366

]. Martin (Europe), B.P, 17, St. Lunaire, 35800 Dinard,
France
Tel: 99—163129

T. Moss (The Americas}, 17, Caulfield Road, Rexdale,
Ontario M9W 1X1, Canada
Tel: Home—-416 743 5179

Office—416293 3673

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

A. K. Bell, Solitude Wood, Kilmore Road, Lurgan,
Craigavon, Northern Ireland
{Past Commodore)
Tel: Home - (762223995
Office —0232-667914

P.Bond, 3, Teme Road, Tolladine Road, Worcester,
England

(Technical)

Tel: 0905 22469

H. R. Hughes, 47 Chiswick Quay, London, W4 3UR,
England

(Editor)

Tel: 01995 3109

P. Milne, Sutton, Church Lane, Eastergate, Sussex.
P020 6UZ, England

(Designer)

Tel: 024-368 2196

A. Partington, 14, Malvern Court, Hill Rise, Brands Hill,
Slough. S13 8RD, England

(U.K.)

Tel: 073545766

].G. Pollard, St. Petroc, Meadow Bank, Kilmington,
Axminster, Devon. EX13 7RL, England
{Secretary/Sponsor’s Representative)

Tel: 0297 32008

P.]. Ravenhill, 5, The Crescent, Witney, Oxon. England
(Treasurer)
Tel: Home — 0993 71593

Office — 086557514

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE
Peter Bond — Chairman

Neil Loveland - AUSTRALIA

Terry Moss — CANADA

Phillipe Gault — FRANCE

Adrian Bell - IRELAND

Walter Davy — SOUTH AFRICA

Gordon Pollard ~ Sponsor’s Representative
Frank Berry — UNITED KINGDOM

John Mayger — Chief Measurer






however, somewhat startled to note that the boual’s windward
performance was just as sharp in these conditions as that of
conventional. stetnmed dinghies. Later in the series the wind
got up and Fireball gave her [irst demonstration of her off-wind
potential which, even today, is exceptional for a bout of her
weight and with a useful waterline lenght of only 13{1(4.00m).

Fireball then took part in a number of One—of-a-Kind events
and it became apparent that the boat's all-round performance
in a breeze really did have soinething 1o offer and - big plusses
4t the tme - she was cheap and easy to build either from scratch
or from a kit.

Those were the carly davs. Working drawings and instructions
were prepared for the home builder and Chippendale produced
kits to various stages of completion.

When the boat was first marketed, 1t was kept as simple as
possible so that it would appeal 10 penurious builders and owners
who, perhaps, had onlv limited racing experience. As the class
progressed, of course, sailing techniques and standards would
improve and owners would be forever on the look—out for in-
creased perforinance. Experienced dinghy sailors, who put the
prototype through s paces realised that the performance poten-
tial was very high. It is important to learn 1o walk before running,
however, and that is why the early boats were fitted out in the
simplest way: there was no trapeze or spinnaker (although both
had been evaluated on the pre—production prototvpe and the
encouraging results gquietly filed!:,

To be ensured suceess 4 new class must score on four separate
points: it must occupy a viable hole in the market. the boat
must be of good basic design, a lively class association with
knoowledgeable cornmittee must be formed as soon as possible
and, finally, well-conceived rules must be in existance at the

earliest opportunity to control the boat and the class association.
The class rules, in particular, are of vital importance, because
it is they which control existing boats and guide the progress of
the class.

I have done as 1 was told and recalled those time-blurred days
of the ‘60s. The mermories might — or might not — be of interest,
but whar s of vital importance is the current health of the class
and 1ts vigorous furture.

From the beginning, strong interest was shown in the class.
The French were keen to build, and then fleets and builders
popped up in Holland, Canada, Germany, Scandinavia, Switzer-
land to name but a few countries.

Strangely enough, most countries are very partisan about the
racing classes that they support. Perhaps it is Fireball’s unusual
appearance that allows it to appeal world—wide: the design does
not have any obvious country of origin and, therefore, each feels
that it is not supporting the product of a rival!

Twenty—five years ago, the call was for a simple and cheap
bout, but it was always the intention that there should be room
for development to ensure that the boat did not become out of
date — as is frequently the lot of many strict one—design ¢lasses.
Permitting some development also has the benefit of maintaining
interest in the boats themsclves (a comment made in the pre-
amble to the class rules), There is no doubt that this characteristic
also has a marked effect upon the extrovert and technically
competent people that Fireball racing attracts.

When we were testing the prototype, we certainly did not
forsee the drastic increase in material costs that lay just around
the corner and we gave no thought to the possible building of
the boat in glassfibre — that is only too obvious when looking
at the hull shape. The oil crisis was years in the future and the
hoardsailing explosion was not even on the horizon.

Fifteen vears ago dinghy racing was enjoving a worldwide
boorm, but growth rates for even the most popular international
classes has slowed in the last decade. Fhe hey—day might be
over, but there is no reason why a well—run, truly internationally—
based and popular ¢lass such as Fireball should not enjoy a realky
lively second twenty-[ive years.

I wonder who will be the hot—shots then aud who the ‘in’
sallmakers? No doubt the International Commitiee will be debat-
ing a new clutch of controversial class aud constitutional changes
with the usual verve, Almost certainly there will be new construc-
tienal materials to consider. Heaven alone knows what the price
for a new Fireball will be in the year 2112...

1
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From: The Rt. Hon. Edward Heath, M.B.E., M.P.

HOUSE OF COMMONS

224

I am proud to have kbeen the owner of a Fireball nearly
twenty-five years ago, soon alfter I started dinghy racing,

"Blue Heather", as she was named, was a beautiful boat.
I shall never forget the Joy I felt as 1 took her over from
the builders. Specially commissioned, she was superbly
finished.

Helped and advised by Peter Bateman, the then world
champion, she gave me and my crew a first-ratc season's
racing.

My Fireball tempted me to bigger things. It was the
precurser of "Morning Cloud" and ocean racing, in which
in later vears Pcter Bateman was also a member of my crew,

I look back wilh plecasure to the intense satisfaction
I gained from my experience with "Blue lLicather”, pleasure
which must have been shared by many owners over the last
half{ century.

I send you all my warmest congratulations on the
25th Anniversary of the Tireball and I wish you hanpy
sailing and great success in the future.

Ay =
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OFFICERS OF FIREBALL

INTERNATIONAL

COMMODORE

1964-1965 Peter Milne

1965-1969 william Kempner

1969-1980 Michael Wetherall

19801983 Adrian Bell

1983- Antoine Goethals

REAR COMMODORE

Africa Gotz Klohn,
Walter Davy

Asia Jens Overgaard

Australasia
Europe

The Americas

SECRETARY

1964-1966
1966
1966-1968
1968-1969
1969-1981
1981-

TREASURER
1966-1969
1969-1981
1981-1984
1985-

EDITOR
1968-1970
1970-1976
1977-1983
1984-1985
1986-

John Castle,
Tony Scotford
Patrice Briandet,
Jean Martin
Herb McKim,
Terry Moss

William Kempner
Ron Cohen

Steven Schrier
Timothy Coodman
Frank Berry
Cordon Pollard

Steven Schrier
Frank Berry
Antoine Goethals
Paul Ravenhill

Steven Schrier
Timothy Coodman
Lesley Brooman
Charles Parkinson
Richard Hughes
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THE WORLD CHAMPIONS

1966

1967

1968

1970

1971

1972

1973

1974

1975

1976
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Hayling Island Sailing Club,
Hayling Island, England

K1599 R.FisherandR. Beales
Great Britain

C.N. de Bendor, lle de Bendor,
France

K2161 P.Batemanand
J. Brooke-Houghton Greait Britain

Le Club de Regates de Brunnen,
Lake of Lucerne, Switzerland
K2161 P.Batemanand
J. Brooke—Houghton Great Britain

Tralee Sailing Club, Fenit, Ireland
K1570 J.CaigandJ. Davis
Great Britain

St. George’s Yacht Motor Club,
Beirut, Lebanon

K1570 J.CaigandJ.Davis
Great Britain

North Carolina Yacht Club,
Wrightsville Beach, U.S.A.

G7533 J.Dieschand S. Warfvinge
West Germany

Royal Torbay Yacht Club, Torquay,
England

K8520 K.BrackwellandR. Butcher
Great Britain

Glenelg Sailing Club, Glenelg),
Australia .
KA8178 J.CassidyandW.: Crisp

Australia

Societe des Regates Rocheliase,
La Rochelle, France

UsS9798 Mrs. J.Ellisand
A. Ellis United States

St. Margaret’s Bay, Nova Scotia,
Canada

UsS10149 S.Benjamin and
T.Edmundson United States

1977

1978

1979

1980

1981

1982

1983

1984

1985

1986

Kinsale Yacht Club, Country Cork,
Ireland

US10149 S. Benjaminand
T.Edmundson United States

Royal Varuna Yacht Club, Pattaya,
Thailand

K11218 L.SmithandA. Barker
Great Britain

Monnickendam Yacht Club, Marken,
Holland

K12218 C.ReadWilsonand
P.Withers Great Britain

Royal Natal Yacht Ciub, Durban,
South Africa

K11609 K. Slater and R. Parslow
Great Britain

Yacht Clubs of Weymouth,
Weymouth,
Dorset, England

K12906 P.MorrisonandJ. Turner
Great Britain

Frankston Yacht Club, Australia
KA12768 C.Tillettand M. Rogers
Australia

Cercle delaVoile d’Estavayer,
Switzerland

KA12763 S.Hamiltonand
D.Connor Australia

Richmond Yacht Club, Ca., U.S.A.
KA13198 G.SmithandN.Connor
Australia

Club del Mare, Diano Marina, Italy
K13482 A.Wetherilland M. Penty
Great Britain

Pointe Claire Yacht Club, Montreal,
Canada.

KA13216 N.Abbottand C. Smith
Australia





















INTERNATIONAL FIREBALL
LICENSED BUILDERS

AUSTRALIA
P. &). Brookes
19, Coprosma Avenue, Frankston, Victoria 3199

De Lange Sailcraft
7. Pentecost Road, Mornington 3931

Mark Rees Yachts
26, Montgomery Avenue, Mi. Wavcerley, Victoria

Gary Smith
10, Nelson Road, Sandy Bay, Hobart, Tasmania

wWindward Mark Yachts
16, Avoca Street, Goolwa, South Australia 5214

BELGIUM
(3.B.O. Marine & Surfing
Bleyenbergh. Voethooglaan 11, 2180 Kalmthout

CANADA
Lightfoots
4520, QOdlin Place, Richmond, B.C, VeX 2G5

FRANCE
Boatique Diffusion
26 rue due Colonel Gillon, 92120 Montrouge (Paris)

Chantier Nautique B. Lucas
Penctytosta, 29239 Couesnau

ITALY
Cantiere Baruffaldi,
Via Orti Est No. 41, Chioggia Venezia

JAPAN
Okamoto & Son Boat Yard
No. 7-3 Shinymashita—Cho, Nakaku, Yokohama

Sun Marine Family Co.,
Toyohama Kusahana 24, Ninamichita—cho, Chita—gun, Aichi
Ken, 470-34 Japan

MALAYSIA
Freycraft Marine Industries SON BHD
P. O, Box A—15 Inanam, Sabah

SOUTH AFRICA
Action Yachting
P. (3. Box 36, Table View 7405, Cape Town

Highveld Boats,
41, Trollip Street, Brenthurst, Brakpan

SWITZERLAND

R. Matler

Bootshau, CH 8265 Mammern, Switzerland

|. Steinmayer

Bootswerfl, Weidestrasse 27, CH 8706 Meilen

THAILAND
Captain Sompeong Kong Thai,
¢/o Thai Navy Dockyard, Arun, Amarin Road, Bangkok 10600

UNITED KINGDOM
Giles Reinforced Plastics Lid.
1, Hatch Way, Kirtlington, QOxford, OX5 3J5

Malcolm Goodwin
St. Johnes Road, Wivenhoe, Fssex.

High Performance Sailboats,
Furzebrook Road, Warcham, Dorsel. BH20 5DU

Bab Hoare Racing Dinghys Ltd.,
35, Jumpers Avenue, Christchureh, Dorset. BH23 2ER

R. Moore & Sons {Wroxham) Litd.,
Station Road, Wroxham, Norfolk NR12 8UT

Rowsell & Morrison Ltd.
24, Camperdown Terrace, Exmouth, Devon.

Severn Sailboats,
3, Teme Road, Tolladine Road, Worcester .

Stanley & Thomas Lid.,
Nicholes Boatyard, Yard Mcad, Egham, Surrey

Cuy Winder
28, Foothill, Nab Wood, Shipley, Yorks.

U.S.A.
Carolina Fireballs
122, Edgehill Road, Wilmington, Mc 28403

Quter Limit Yachts
1073, Summit Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44107

Penguin Boats Ltd.,
cfo Crey & Johnson, 425 1st Street, Suite F., Los Altos,
CA94022
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25 YEARS OF FIREBALL IN EUROPE

by LINDY PREUSS

As Richard Hughes asked me to write a report on the development of
the fireball in Europe — apart from England — over the last 25 vears,
1 began by going throngh 25 years of bulletins. A fortnight, and the
flat awash with assorted firebal! bulletins later, [ was more and more baf-
fled on how to concentrate in one report all those thonsands of happy
hours, first sailed and then discussed, relived and described. So much
happened in the single countries in these 25 years, that it hardly seems
possible to convey in a few words just how much enthnsiasm and honor-
ary labour lies in these reports, bot also how much joy, satisfaction and
hnmour they represent, being frequently on par with the best of seatales.
It was the very capacity for enthusiasm of FIREBALL sailors which led
me to the conclusion that the world of FIREBALL could only be the best
uf possible worlds.
Twelve Enmpean countries can show a lively FIREBAL L activity, with
only three where this is absent. While it is troe dinghy sailing has soffered
in popularity over the past years, there seem to be signs of recovery, and
it is likely that the FIREBALL, with its potential for home construction,
the availability of goed commercial boats, and its excellent class organiza-
tien, will be more and more of an auraction for young sailors.
1 wan't quate too many names and dates for the detail would be excessive;
rather, [ will iry to tell the tale of the beginning of the FIREBALL in the
different countries, how it became classified, and of its present status,

SWITZERLAND

retty well in the middle of Europe there is a rather small Switzerland,

with the rather big fuck of having plenty of lakes large enough to suit
dinghy sailars. As Locien Preuss lannched his Hrst homebuilt lireball in
December 1963, and Heini Rusterholz and Cyvril Stirm brought their
boat from the British Chippendale Yard, to Zurich a few hours later, the
future of the FIREBALL in Switzerland was safely in their hands, well
experienced in the Finn and Star Clases. Already in 1964 the Swiss
Fireball Association was founded, and Preuss’ watchful ¢ve ensured that
the cnmmittee remained uncontaminated by commercial interests, so as
to guarantee its reputation as an impartial source of information, favour-
ing the diffusion both of homemade and bought boats, and the unbiased
representation of domestic and foreign yards. Also of great value was the
fact that he was bilingual, and therefore able to contact the francophone
part of the [ireball fraternity righr from the start, and to further its
interest throughout Switzerland — something which has failed to happen
in several other Classes; towards this, it has always been a policy that hoth
German—speaking and French-speaking Swiss are to be represented in
the committee of the SFA.
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In the German-speaking area, FIREBALL had to overcome the compet-
ition of the Korsar, which ruled undisputed in Germany and Austria and
not surprisingly had spread thronghoot German-speaking Switzerland as
well. Nevertheless, the FIREBALL has been able to establish itself over
the years and, thanks to its intervational distribution, has become a
national team boat. Even today, when surfboards and vachts seem 1o have
muoltiplied worldwide at the expense of dinghies, [ireballs arc strongly
represented in Switzerland. and sailed by an increasing nomber of voung
tearns. A new and technically advanced pattern, designed in Switzerland
with a fiberglass hull, attractive wooden trimmings and minimal weight,
should help to encourage new participants. The highlights for the Swiss
were the 1968 World Championships in Bronnen, those of 1983 in
Estavaver, and the European Championship triumphs of Jean—Claude
VYoithier in 1972 and Philippe Durr in 1973,

GERMANY

n Germany, unfortupately, the FIREBALL vever managed a real

breakthrough. Tt arrived a vear after the Korsar, a dinghy designed by a
(rerman shipwright, and highly suited 1o the German taste: it looks like
a real boat, is boilt of real planks. and generally gives the owner the {eel-
ing of getting hus monev’s worth — a Mercedes amongst dinghvs, appear-
ing almost overhearing when compared to the FIREBALL. with its lines
more reminiscent of an ironing board or a coflin. The Korsar alse qoickly
found a number of vards willing to prodoce it. and take care of its com-
mercial distribution. The few Greball enthusiasts on the other hand, who
for the most part had built their own crafit, never managed 1o find a vard
willing to produce [ireballs in series and, therefore, to invalve itself with
their exhibiton and distribution. As a result, FIREBALL sailors in Ger-
many have remained a small and disjointed minority, which not even the
1972 World Championship victory of Jorg Thesch., later Gold Medallist
in the Flving Dutchman Class, managed to take out ol its relatve obscur-
ity. They are even prevented from hosting a European Championship in
Germany, as they do not represent a Class recognized by the Germao sail-
ing association DSV,

FRANCE

different story altogether was the fireball's introduction in France,
where 1t came to potice and won sympathizers soon after winniong the
one-of-a-Kind regatta in New York in 1962, As opposed to the Germans,
French sailors tend 1o look more for functionality than prestigious
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International FIREBALL Class Rules

Authority: International Yacht Racing Union, 60 Kpightsbridge, London SW1X 7JX, England

Date of International Status: 21st August 1970

GENERAL

{a)

(b)

{c)

{d)

(e)

(f)

{g)

(h}

The objective of the International Fireball Class Rules is to establish the Class as one in
which all matters affecting performance are strictly controlled. Latitude is permitted to
maintain interest in fitting out, maintaining and racing the boats.

The official language of the Class is English, and in the event of any dispute over
interpretation the English text shall prevail. The definitions used in the Constitution of
Fireball International shall apply to these rules.

International Fireball boats and kits shall be made in accordance with the design of Peter
Milne and stricktly in compliance with these rules.

In the event of discrepancy between the rules and the measurement form the matter shall be
referred to the International Yacht Racing Union ({YRU)}.

For all major international events all boats, spars, sails and equipment shall comply with the
current rules,

The |YRU, National Authority, Fireball International {Fl}, National Class Associations (NCAs},
Sponsor and Designer accept no responsibility in respect of these rules or any claim arising
therefrom.

These rules shall be administered by the National Authority. Where there is no National
Authority or the National Authority does not wish to administer the rules its function as
stated in these rules shall be carried out by Fl or its delegated representative (NCA}.

The Executive shall be entitled to act in emergency without reference to the IYRU by issuing
amendments and interpretations to the c¢lass rules provided that such decisions shall be
promptly notified to the IYRU, to NCAs and to professional builders. Amendments and
interpretations shall be operative upon approval by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the [YRU
Centreboard Boat Committee and shall be submitted for ratification to the 1YRU at its next
meeting., '

BUILDERS

(a)

(b)

(e)

Professional builders of the international Fireball shall be only those holding a licence
under the copyright of the International Fireball to manufacture and sell International
Fireball kits and/or build and sell international Fireball boats, and registered by the [YRU.

Additional professional builders may be licensed (in accordance with the terms of agreement
between the IYRU and the Sponsor} with the support of the National Authority and at the
recommendation of fl, provided that a requirement can be shown for additional builders.

Professional builders shall be responsible for supplying boats and/or kits within the



{d}

{

{i

measurement rules and specifications. The builder shall at his own expense correct or replace
any boat or hull of his manufacture which fails to pass measurement and failure to do so may
be cause for cancellation of his licence.

ti} An amateur builder shall be authorised to assemble or build not more than one
Ilnternational Fireball per annum. The boat shall be registered in the name of the
gssembler/builder and shall not be transferred to other ownership within six months of
completion, without prior permission from FI.

if) An amateur builder shall, before the issue of an International Class Fee plagque 3(b)(7i),
complete an official Amateur Builder's Licence Form (A,B.L.} undertaking that he himseif
will construct the boat in accordance with the rules of the International Fireball Class
and that he will not empioy professional boat building labour for this purpose.
Note: Professional boat building labour is defined as "one who builds hulls or parts
of hulls for financial gain".

ii} Three copies of the A.B.L. shall be completed and signed by the amateur builder and
countersigned by the Issuing Authority. One copy shall be retained by the Issuing
Autheority, one sent to the amateur builder and the other to F.!I, for registration.

3. INTERNAT IONAL CLASS FEE

{a)

(
(i

{b)

{

4, REGIS
(a)

{b)

continued on
page 40

(i) The !nternational Class Fee {ICF) payable in respeect of professionally built boats and
kits shall be based on 3% of the UK professional Licensed Builders' average retail price
of the complete boat in the UK market. The ICF payable in respect of amateur built boats
{from plans) shall be based on 2% of the UK professional licensed builder's average
retail price of the complete boat in the UK market. The ICF includes the Designer's and
Sponsor's fee of 62%% each or together, the Fl sdministration fee of 21% and the IYRU
administration fee of 16%k% of the ICF,

i1) the amount ct the ICF shall be reviewed annually by the Sponsor and agreed with the IYRU,

ii) The Spcnsor shall be responsible for the collection and distribution of the ICF on the
above bhasis.

(i) Professicnally built boats and kits.
The [CF shali be payable by the builder whether or not the beoat is subsequently measured,
Payment shall be made direct to the Sponsor at his UK address. The Sponsor will issue an
ICF plaque and two copies of an [CF receipt to the builder and a further copy for record
purposes to Fl. On sale of the boat or kit the builder shall hand the plaque and
receipts (if not used to obtain a sail number ~ 4{b}} to the owner.

ii} Amateur built hoats (from plans).

The ICF shall be payable by the Builder whether or not the boat is subsequently measured, '

Payment by the builder shall be made to the NCA or Fl (the Issuing Authority) who will
issue an ECF plague and two copies of the ICF receipt.

Note: The Sponsor will issue ICF plagues and ICF receipts to FI for distributicn to NCAs
or direct supply te individual members of FI. A1l payments by amateur builders shall be
remitted by FI to the Sponsor.

TRATION

FI shall maintain a sail number register and shall allocate sail numbers to National
Authorities or delegated NCAs or individual members of FI,

A National Authority or delegated NCA or Fl (the issuing Authority) shall issue a sail number
to a builder or owner on presentation of two copies of the ICF receipt. These shall be
endorsed by the Issuing Authority with the owner's name and address and the sail number. One
copy shall be retained by the Issuing Authority and the other sent to FI for registration.
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

BY ADRIAN BELL

VENUE

When a National Class Association is
selecting a venue for the World or Interna-
tional Championship there are a number of
considerations to be bome in mind:

Racing Area

The following are regarded as ideal
in order that a feir racing area may be used.
{(While it is possible to have the pre—worlds
reqgatta as part of an established race week,
or in combination with events for other clas-
ses, Fireball Internatipnal requires that for
the World Championship the race area
must be kept clear for the competitors tak-
ing part in this Championship}).

Tideless condilions or an even overall
drift. Areas with strong tides or uneven tidal
digtribution ghould be avoided where possi-
ble.

An area free from weed or other such
impediments.

An arga sufficiently far away from any
headlands etc. so that relatively sieble wind
directions may be maintained.

The distance from the launching site
to the centre of the area should not normally
exceed 5 nautical miles.

The area must be clear of commercial
shipping tanes.

There should be sufficient depth over
the entire racing erea to enable a Fireball
to capsize and not stick its mast into the
bottom, yet not too deep to cause difficulty
in laying the racing merks.

Availability of Race
Organizations Personnel and
Equipment.

The proposed venue must have, or
be able to draft in, the necessary experi-
enced personnel required for the Race Ol-
ficers team, rescue, mark laying,
beachmaster, regatta office eic.

The necessary committee boats, re-
scue boats, mark boats, radios etc. must
also be made available at the proposed
venue,

as

Adequacy of Shore Facilities

There should be a clubhouse or similar
building available to act as a centre for the
regafia, to provide thanging accommoda-
tion, a meeting place for competitors, hear-
ing of protests etc.

There should be facilities for parking
and launching for up to 75 Firsballs as well
as adequate car and trailer parking.

An area is required for the measure-
ment, in any weather conditions, of hulls,
foils, spars and sails.

Ease of Access

The venue should have good access
to airports, ferry ports and to public trans-
port. Competitors coming from overseas
frequently do not have personal transport.

Availability of Accommodation

The venue should have an adeguate
amaont of a wide range of accommodation,
including camp sites, wiith good access to
regatta centre.

Weather

The venue should be chosen together
with the date of the event so as to give the
besl chance of getting a full range of wind
conditions during the Championship.

FORM OF THE
CHAMPIONSHIP
REGATTA AND TIMING

World Championship Series

The series is a seven race series with
only one race per day.

A spare day/s may be introduced with
the approval of Fireball International.

A minimum of 2 days before the first
race is required for measurement.

The absolute maximum number of
boats permitted is 75 and nermally Fireball
Intermational aims for a fleet size of between
50 and &0.

Fireball International is responsible for

the allocations of the number of World
Championship places to each Nationai
Class Association.

Each Naticnal Class Association is re-
sponsible for organising their own method
of selecting competitors to fill the places
allocated to them and for advising the host
country/class association as to the names
of these
competitors.

Pre~Worlds Regatta

A pre—worlds regatta is normally held
immediately before the measurement days
of the world championship to enable visiting
competitors to get used to the conditions.
In addition it allows local Fireball sailors to
have an opporlunity to race against the best
in the world. It also affords the Principal
Race Officer and his team a practice run.

There is no set format for this event.
Usually it consists of a 5 or 6 race senies
over 3 or 4 days,

Timing of Championships

The timing of the event must be agreed
with Fireball International and notice should
be taken of the following points.

Lo not select too early a date in the
season as this does not give time to com-
plete qualifying events and make the neces-
sary travelling arrangements.

A time should be chosen so as to give
the best chance of obtaining a full range of
wind conditions.

It a significant proporion of the fleat
has to send their boats by container to the
aveni, choose a time that will reduce the
amount of “sailing season” lost by these
sailors due to their boats being in transit.
Failure to take this into account is likely to
reduce the numbers at the event.

Many Fireball sailors attend University
or College. Try to organise the event out-
side term time.



RACE ORGANISATION

Principal Race Officer and his
Team

Undoubtedly the Principal Race Officer
and his team are the most imporant factors
in a well run event. Expeérienced personnel
are essential. Fireball International should
be advised of the name and experience of
the Principal Race Officer who will be run-
ning the event.

Sailing Instructions

These must be approved by Fireball
International.

A draft set of instructions may be ob-
tained from Fireball International which con-
tain points that are specifically required by
Fireball International — many of these are
highlighted in the following paragraphs.

Sailing instructions should be available
in several languages — but in the event of
a dispute the English text is to be used.

If there are any alterations to the sailing
instructions they must be made at feast 3
hours before the star of the race in which
such alterations come into force.

Courses

Courses should be laid sufficiently far
away from headlands, cliffs etc., so that re-
latively stable wind directions may be main-
tained over the course area,

The Fireball course is designed so that
the reaching legs give both a close and
broad reach. The first reach should be set
at 105% to the true wind direction and the
second reach at 135% to true wind direc-
tion. This gives a course shape and internal
angles as shown below.

1
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The course consists of 4 rounds
{triangle, sausage} and is normally between
11 — 15 nautical miles long. The length of
course should be set so that the race takes
about 3 hours to complete.

Starboard hand courses are not re-
commended.

In the event of a significant wind shift
after the fleet has rounded the first mark,
the course configuration may be re—estab-
lished by laying replacement marks; making
the appropriate signals and litting the orig-
inal marks atter the last boat has rounded
them.

Marks should be large and visible. The
alternative set of marks used to relay the
course in the event of a significant wind
change must be easily distinguishable from
the original marks. There should be a mark
boat stationed at each mark.

Starting Procedures

Oniy fixed line starts are to be used for
the World Championship, and generally to
be recommended for other International
events.

The staning area will normally be to
leeward of Mark 3.

The Main Committee Vessel must be
sufficiently large so as not to be obscured
by a group of Firebail dinghies attempting
to stan closie to the commitiee boat.

It is most strongly recommended that
the outer limit of the line be defined by a
second large committee vessel which
should duplicate the flag signals being
made by the main committee vessel. Ex-
perience has shown that the use of a small
committee vessel and outer limit buoy ieads
fo poor start line behaviour of competitors
as they are unable to see the limit marks
and/or committee vessel.

Fireball International would prefer that
the disqualification penalty under a5 minute
or 1 minute mile is not used for World or
International Championship series. Experi-
ence has shown that provided the starling
line is sufficently long {not less than 125%
of the aggregate length of the boats en-
tered), with large visible starling vessels or
marks iaid to give equal advantage to each
and of the line, little trouble will be experi-
enced. However, if it is felt absolutely
necessary, o include this provision, then
there must be reinstatement for ell boats in
the event of a general recall.

The Principal Race Officer should not
attempt to start a World Championship race
if the wind strength is less than 2 knots.

Rescue and Safety Systems

One rescue boat to every 10 — 15
Firebalis is generally recommended. It is
suggested that there should be one or two
larger vessels to act as “‘mother ships” to
which any disabled Fireball can be tied dur-
ing the race until they can be fowed ashors
at the end of the race.

There should be some system for re-
cording the boats that have gone aftoat and
that they have safely returned. The particu-
lar type of system to be used is left to the
discretion of the Club running the event.

Any local safety rules which will apply
to Fireballs compsting in ¥World or Intemna-
tional Championships must be discussed
with Fireball International weli before the
date for the event, When these have been
agreed, all National Class Associations
must be advised so that competitors can
have the opportunity of taking any neces-
sary action before arriving at the svent.

Scoring System and Results

The Olympic type scoring system, as
given in .Y.R.U. rules, appendix 5, is used
except that
{a} There is no minimum number of races
to constitute the Word Championship
series and
{b) There is no breaking of ties.

It is desirable that a copy of the resuits
{even if they are subject to protest) shouid
be made available to each competitor after
every race. If this is not possible, then a
copy must be posted on the Championship
Notice Board after each race. An overall
results sheet must be available for each
competitor to take home with him at the
conclusion of the event.
Protests and International
Juries

For the World Championship, it is nor-
mal practice to have an Intarnational Jury
to hear protests and not to parmit the right
of appeal.

continued on
page 86
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Class Rules — continued
from page 33
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MEASUREMENT PROCEDURE

{8) This is a one-design cldss., Megasurenent shall be carried ouvt using these rules. Ornly &n
official measurer recognised by the Nslional Authority {or celegated NCA) and approved by it
to measure Internatiunal Fireballs =hall mewsure & boat, its spars, sails and equipment,
Payment for the measurer's services is the respunsibility of trne owner,

(b) Two copies of the official ¢laus measurement torm shall bLe completed and sent to the National
Authority or deienated NCA or i (the issuing Authority). The Meesurer shall enler on the
measurement torm any deviation from the rules. In the event of infringement of the rules both
copies of the measurement feorm shall be sent to Fl for consideration as to whether or not a
Measurement Cervificate shall be granted. FI shall be empowered to grant dispensation in
exceptionral cases subject to ratification by IYRU. A dispersation shall be recorded on both
copies of the measurement form which shall be returned to the issuing Authority.

fc} A measurer shall not measure a boat, spars, sails or equipment owned or beilt by himself, or
in which he is an intcrested party or has a vested interest.

(d} A1l boats, spars, sails and equipment shall be liable to re-measurement at the discretion of
the National Authority or Race Committee, but only by an official measurer.

{e) A1 new boats, spars, sails and equipment shall comply with the current rules. 01d boats,
spars, sails and equipment shall comply with either the current rules or with the
corresponding rules applying ‘to them at the time they were made, except that the rules
undertined and relaxations in the current rules shall apply to all Lbecats, and that old sails
shall measure under a single set of rules. Any alterations or replacements chall comply with
the current rules.

CERTIFICATION

{a) An official class Measurement Certificate shal! be issued by the Nativnal Authority or the
delegated NCA or Fl {the Issuing Authority) on receipt from the owner or his representative
of;-

(i) Evidence of payment of the current class subscriptien
(i1) Two copies of a correctly completed official measurement form,

{b) One copy of the measurement form shall be retained by the Issuing Authority and the duplicate
returned to the owner.

{c) It is the responsibility of the owner to ensure that his boat, spars, sails and equipment
comply with the class rules and that alteraticns or replacements to the boat, spars, sails or
equipment do not invalidate the certificate,

{d} Change of ownership and/or change of corrector weights shall invalidate the Measurement
Certificate but shall not necessitate re-measurement. The new owner shall apply to the
National Authority or the delegated NCA or FI (the lssuing Authority} for a new certificate.

{e} No boat shall be permitted Lo race as an International Fireball unless it has a wvalid
Measurement Certificate. A certificate is valid only if the owner is a paid up member of the
International Fireball Class as shall be evidenced by the display of a current membership disc
displayed on the forward face of the aft bulkhead of the boat and a current receipt attached
to the measurement certificate.



(f)

MNotwithstanding anything contained in these rules, the National Authority or the delegated NCA
or FI (the lssuing Authority) may refuse to issue a Certificate and shall have the right to
withdraw a Certificate which it has issued, FI shall have the power to withdraw a Certificate
from any boat.

7. RECOCNITION MARKS

{a)

()

8. HULL

The International Class fFee plaque shall be affixed in a conspicuous place inside the cockpit
of all boats on which the International Class Fee has been paid after 27st August 1970. It
shall not be removed during the 1ife of Lhe boat.

The boat's sail number shail be cut approximately 2mm deep into the thwart in figures which
are not less than 25mm in height.

A11 measurements referred to the aft transom shall be taken to the bottom of the aft face of the
aft transom at its centreline: (station Q).

{a)

(

continued on
page 44

Construction Materials

{i) The hull shall be constructed of wood {solid or laminated timber and plywood) or fibre
reinforced plastics or a combination of these materials. No other material shall be used
for structural purposes except that it is permitted to use:

aluminium or steel struts and strain members suppoerting the centreboard case,
any low friction material on the inside of the centreboard case,
any material for chafing pieces on the deck or in the mast partners.
(11} Wood
The following te be of marime grade plywood of nominal thickness of not less than omm.
The thickness shall not be less than 5.5mm after sanding and scraping:

Centre bottom panel
Bilge panels
Centreboard Case Sides

The following to be of marine grade plywood of nominal thickness of not less than 4mm. The
thickness shall not be less than 3.6mm after sanding and scraping:

Topsides
Bulkheads
Tanksides
Decking

iii) Fibre Reinforced Plastics {FRP}

Fibre Reinforced Plasties hull shells comprising bottom panel, bilge panels, topsides
panels, and aft and bow transoms shall be produced only by the Licensed Builders from
huil moulds serially numbered by the Sponsor. The first beat built from each hull mould
shall be measured and the written approval of IYRU obtained before construction of other
hulls is commenced. All other mouldings for the completion of the hull in FRP shall be
produced by Licensed Builders and shall comply with the class rules.
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some others which should work!

There are four vacht clubs in Kenva:
Mombasa on the coast, with steady
winds, warm sea and super conditions,
but with comparativelv few enthusiastic
dinghy sailors and almost no Fireballs,
although we have held many events
there; Nairobi where they sail on a small
dam on the edge of the city and is now
more of 4 disco and diving club;
Naivasha, 50 miles from Nairobi, with
a club house on an idvllic island looking
over the lake, with keen sailing in
Fireballs, 5-0-3s and Lasers; and
Kisumu on Lake Victoria where there
is also a keen fleet of Fireballs, amongst
GPl4s and a few five—ohs,

A recent aspect of the Fireball scene at
Naivasha was the number of competent
belms aged between 12 and 16 who, with
their fathers on the wire, werc appearing
at the top of the results lists. The
voungsters of Y+ were trained on Las-
ers, which they sailed two—-up, and then
Fireballs, which they could handle very
well as helms, even if they couldn’t reach
the spinnaker pole fiiung as crews.

Like so manyv other associations, the
Kenva fleet has gone down in numhers
recently, partiallv because short—term
expartriates find a windsurfer less of an
investment and more fun anyway, and
also because there are fewer of them in
Kenva than there were. Kenvan crews
have appeared at numecrous World and
European Championships over the
vears, without disgrace, cven if without
great Success.

UGANDA

The centre for Fireballs in Uganda was
the Victoria Nyanza Sailing Club, near
Kampala. The first six Fireballs were
boilt by a consortium from one set of
plans. which was to cause some trouble
fater. In Uganda they were given local
numbers and gave their owners and vis-
ning teams great fun for many vears.
continued on
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evern Sailboats

THE FIREBALL SPECIALISTS

FOR A SHIP

THAT CAN TAKE
THE BUSINESS

Stage 1 Kit. Wood cutting hist
comprising best quality reliapty —
plus all wood to complete a light,
modern attractive Fireball, Including
laminated foils and free copy of
construction hints. All fittings, spars,
paint, west etc. to complete.

Stage 3: Complete hull conventionally
built using chines and overlapped hull
planking metbod. Jib bars and hoop
bulk head. All tanks sealed with West
epoxy. All paint, spars, foils, fittings
etc. ta cornplete \nc. royaity & VAT

Trailers & Trolleys: by Severn & Rapide

Hardware: Harken, Holt, RWO, ISP,
Seasure, Yachtspeed etc, eic,

WST STQCKS OF GEAR IN
K

3 Teme Road
Tolladine Road
WORCESTER

Tel: 0905 22469
anytime

PART EXCHANGE
WITH GOOD BOATS
CONSIDERED

BEAT THE PRICE RISE — TOPPERS — Pay caah pay les=s.
Tioppers., largest selection in the Midlands, new and =econd-hand,
part exchanges our speciality .

SPARS FOR ALL CLASSES — Superspars — £ Spars — Proctor —
Needlespar — SAILS — by Hood — Alverbank — Severn —

COVERS by Topes — TROQLLEYS, TRAILERS AND FOILS by
Severn and Rapide. DRY SUITS AND JAVLIN CLOTHING, WEST
EPOXY, PLYWOOD ETC. All ex. stack. Vast stocks of Fireball,
Laser and Topper gear. TRY OUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE.
RING PETER BOND.
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Class Rules — continued
from page 41

(b}

{c)

(d)

a4

Length and Beam

The overall length from aft transam teo forward edge of buw-transum, excluding Low protection
strips, shell be 4328mm * 13mm bLetween perpendiculars.  The naximum beam excluding guowales
shall not be greater than 1359mm.

The distance from the aft face of the ftransom to the bottom forward edge of the bow transom,
measured along the bottom surface of the bort at the centreline, shall be 480Zmm t 15mm,

Weight
The hull when painted end complete with all fiaed fittings and toe .trops, but less
centreboard, shall weigh not less than 79.4%kg. The initial weighing, or any reweighing for

the purpose of changing correctors 5hall be dore either:

1. Before the boat is launched for the first time, or
2. Provided the boat has Leen kept out of water, in & ory condition, with haiLch covers
removed, and cover off for at least 14 days.

If a boat is found to be under weight at the time of measurement, correcting weights shall be
fitted to bring the boat ug *to the minfwum permitted weight. Thie combined weight of the
correctors shail net exceed 4.5kg. The correctors shall be fixed at the level of the
underside of the thwart in a visible position. The weight of each corrector shall be
officially stamped on it - this provision shall apply to all boats neasured or re-weighed from
1st March 198Y. The total weight of the correctors shall be shown on the Measurement
Certificate. No correctors shall be removed or altered without the boat being re-weighed by
an official measurer.

Watertight Compartments

(i} The forward face of the aft bulkhead shall be 76Zmm % 13mm from the aft transom.
The aft face of the forward bulkhead shall be 3200mm = 13mm from the aft trarsom.
The width between the inboard faces of the tark sides at:

1. aft face of the forward bulkhead shall be $4%€Emm % 13mm.
Z. forward face of the aft bulkhead shall be B89mm = 13nm.

{ii) Two spinnaker boom storage tubes, not exceeding 80mm internal diameter, may be fitted.
They may only be fitted into the forward and aft watertight compartments, provided that
they are sealed to prevent water entering the watertight compartments. A spinnaker
Taunching tube may be fitted fnto the forward buoyancy compartment for the sole purpose
of setting and stowing a spinnaker. The under~deck part of the tube shall rot cross the
centreline of the beoat. The entire unit shall be fitted so that the forward buoyancy
compartment remains watertight,

Not more than two drainage tubes of not more than 26mm internal diameter may be fitted
through the aft bulkhead and the aft transom, provided they are effectively sealed to
prevent water entering the watertight compartments. Mot more than two drain sockets may
be fitted to each watertight compartment.

At least one, but not more than twe removable hatches shall be fitted to each compartment
to allow access. The opening provided shall not be less than 85mm in diameter. The
hatches shall be in the cockpit sides, bulkheads or the aft transom,

(iii) With hatches and drain socket plugs in place, the forward and aft bulkheads, tank sides,

hull and decking shall form four separate and properly sealed off watertight compartments
which shall be effectively watertight when racing.

(iv) Except for normal fastenings and the items listed in (ii) above, no holes, tubes or
concavities shall be made in the constructional surfaces of the watertight compartments,



(v} FRP boats shall have 0.08m® rigid 'non-communicating air cell foam plastics' buoyancy
either attached to the underside cof the side decks or integrally laminated within the
moulded structure.

{(vi} |f required by a statutory authority or by the saiiing instructions, a wet buoyancy test
may be applied to the hull as follows:
The boat shall be fiocated on its beam ends with the masthead touching the water. A load
of at least 130kg shall be vertically applied to the hull. After & minimum of five
minutes in this condition with one gunwale submerged the test shall be repeated for a
minimum of five minutes with the other gunwale submerged. The amount of water in either
side tank shail not exceed 5 litres. The hatches shall then be removed from the side
tanks and the test repeated. The water found in the bow and stern tanks immediately
following this test shall not exceed 5 litres.

(e} Cockpit

The cockpit is defined as the area bounded by the tank sides and bulkheads; not less than 75%
of this area shall be undecked. The distance between the surface of the cockpit sole and the
outside of the hull, excluding the bottom rails, shall not exceed 65mm. Each tankside shall
run in a straight line, with a deviation not exceeding 8mm between the bulkheads when viewed
in plan, and the face of the tank shall not deviate from the vertical by more than 8mm in the
height of the tank when measured at the forward and aft bulkheads.

{f) Decking

{i} The decking shall form the top of the buoyancy compartments.

{11} Foredeck and aft deck
Measured down the centreline of the forward bulkhead the height of the crown of the
foredeck above the outside of the centre bottom panel shall be 539mm & 13mm.
Measured down the centreline of the aft bulkhead the height of the crown of the aft deck
above the outside of the centre bottom panel shall be 371mm + 13mm.
The foredeck centreline from the crown of the forward bulkhead to the crown of the
forward transom shall be a convex curve, The aft deck centreline from the crown of the
aft bulkhead to the crown of the aft transem shall not deviate from a straight line by
more than 3mm.
There shall be no concavity in excess of 3mm in the surfaces of the foredeck and aft
deck.

{iii) Side decks
The height, measured above the outside of the bottom panel, of the upper surfaces of the
side decks where the side tanks join the bilge panels shall not be less than 412mm at the
point 1980mm forward of the aft bulkhead and not less than 305mm at the point 300mm
forward of the aft bulkhead. Between these measurement points the upper surface of the
side tanks shall not be below a straight line.
The radius between the side decks and tank sides shall not exceed 1%mm.
When measured athwartships the tops of the side tanks shall not deviate from a straight
line by more than 3mm.

{g) Transoms

The measurements shall conform to Dimension Sheet One and be within the stated tolerances.
The overall depth of the aft transom, measured down the aft face and including the thickness
of the decking and the centre bottom panel shall be 254mm % 13mm.

With the boat set up as required in rule 8{o), the aft transom shall not depart more than Bmm
from the vertical,

continued on
page 48









Class Rules — continued

from page 45
{h) Hull Sections

(i)

(n

{m)

48

The measurements shall conform to Cimension Sheet One and Le within the stated tolerances.

The positions of the intermediate sechtions shall be esteblished by measuring with a tape lying
along the bottuem panel,

When straight edge is placed upon either topsides, side decks, Lilye panels or centre Lottom
panel in the same plane as the sections, no part ot the surface shall be further away from the
straight edge than 3mm,

Centrebovard Case

No part of the centreboard case or the centreline oshruecture abouve the cockpit sole shall
exceed 320mm in width, except tor struts, knees or stroin members, tlhe totai of which shall
not exceed three on each side of the centreboard case. The fore and oft dimension of any
strut, knee or strain member shall not exceed 50mm when viewed in plan. The slot shall not
exceed 30mm in width. The sides of the slol opering in the bLoitom of Ehe Loat may be
radiused. Slot closure strips are permitted.

Centreboard Pivot

The pivot shall be centred 70mmi7mm above the outside of the centre bottom panel, and 2698wm #
26mm from the aft transom meesured along the botton. The pivot shall be fitted passing
through the centreboard pivokt hele.

Mast Step

The mast shall be stepped on top of the spur at the forward end of the centreboard case. The
depth of the spur above the outside of the centre bottom panel shall be at least 135mm. The
height of the heel of the mast above the outside of the centre bottom panel shall not exceed
165mm, tenon excluded, when the mast is positioned 75mm from the forward bulkhead,

Cunwale Rubbers

The outer edges of these shall not project more than 38mm nor less Ehan 6mma from the outside
of the hull when measured at 30° to the face nf the topsides. The gunwale rublbers shall
extend the full Jlength of the gunwales but may be rounded off at the extreme ends. The depth
of the gunwale rubbers at the face of the topsides shall not exceed 30mm nor be less than
15Smm,

Chine Deflectors

These shall be triangular in sectiom with outbeoard face fiush with the topside and the upper
face flush with the surface of the bilge panel. The deflectors shall extend forward of the aft
transom for at Teast 3860mm.

The dimensions shall be within the Timits stated below, except that for a distance not
exceeding 305mm from the forward end, the deflectors may be faired into the hull:

Width of upper face 3Zmm % 2Zmm

Overall depth measured at 90° to the plane of the bilge parel: 6mm minimum, TTmm maximum,

Bottom Rails

The outboard face of each rail shall be at 90° to the plane of the centre bottom panel and lie
on the knuckle formed between the centre bottom panel and each bilge panel. The bottom rails
shall extend forward of the aft transzom at least 2820mm., The forward 102mm may be faired inte
the bottom of the hull. The bottom rails shall be T0mm deep at the outboard edges and 32mm



tu)

(p}

{q)

wide. Both these dimensions shall have tolerance of + 2mm. The unfaired length of the bottom
ratls shall have Tevel botiom surfeces to which the flat surfaces of the protection strips
chall be fastened, The protection strips shall be metal or plastic and shall be a minimum of
3mm and & maximum of Bmm deep, and a minimum of 6mm and a maximum of 14mm wide.

Rocker

With the boat upside down and the transoms supported on blocks of equal thickness on a level
surfuce, a basc line shall be set up directly above the centreline. One end shall be 305mm
above station 0. The other end shall be 4#07mm above a point 4760mm from the aft Etransom
{station 0) measured round the bottom panel,

In this rule, all measurements from the aft transom {station 0) shall be measured along the
bottom surface of the boat at centreline,

At the following distances from the aft transom:

765mm
1580mm
2390mm
3208mm
3975mm

the vertical distance from the baseiine to the centre bottom panel shall be within + 8mm of:

Mmoo me

231mm
164mm
125mm
137mm
229mm

m e 30

A Tine pulled taut between the ends of the centre bottom panel shall in no place be more than
3mm from the skin.

A straight edge 30Cmm long placed on the bottom panel parallel to the fore and aft centreline
of the boat and with its forward end opposite the lower edge of the forward transom, shall be
nowhere more than 2Zmm from the surface of the bottom panel.

Thwart

The thwart shall be of solid timber, 114mm t 6mm wide and 16mm + 2mm thick. Solid plywood or
laminated timber is permitted. The radius of the edges of the thwart shall not exceed 16mm.
The thwart shall be fitted with its forward edge 2134mm % 13mm from the aft transom. The
height of the top of the thwart abowve the outside of the centre bottom panel, or its extended
plane, shall nowhere be Tess than 25&mm,

Self-draining Cockpits

Ho surface within the hull below the permitted deck shall divert water overboard or into the
centreboard case.

9.  SHROUD AND FORESAIL TACK POSITIONS

The lower end of the shrouds and their associated fittings shall be attached to the shroud plates
which shall be fixed to the outside of the hull and have attachment holes not exceeding 10mm in
diameter. The centres of these-holes shall be nol more than 2693mm nor less than 264Tmm forward of

continued on
page 52
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Constitution — continued
from page 46

(a) The particulars of ownership are up to date and
entered on the Class register

(h) Any endorsement required by the class rules has
been duly entered.

{g) “Certified Hull Moulds™ shall mean a serially
numbered registered mould to be used in the
production of hull shells in fibre reinforced plastic

(1 “The Sponsor” shall mean Narris Brothers Limited of
Burrell House, Burrell Road. Haywards tHeath,
Sussex, England.

{5} “The Designer” shall mean Peter Milne, MS.LLA.

5. Affiliation and Voting Rights

5.1

5.2
53

5.4

55
56

Fl.is a Federation of the International Fireball N.C A s,
Individual Members and Honorary Life Members.

All N.C.A s shall be members of FI.

Members of the Fxecutive and registered Fireball owners
domiciled in a country not having an N.C.A. may become
'ndividual members of FI.

AnN.C.A shall have a voting power according to the
number of its paid up members existing at the 37st
Decemnber in the preceding year and notified to the
Secretary at the Tst Aprilin each vear on the following
basis:

Up to twenty-five members
Twenty-six fifty members
Fifty-one.one hundred members
One hundred and ane one hundred

One vote
Two votes
Three votes

and fifty members Four votes
One hundred and fifty-one two hundred

and fifty members Five votes
Two hundred and fitty-onc three hundred

and fifty members Six votes

Three hundred and fifty-onefive hundred
members
Five hundred and onesix hundred

Seven votes

and fifty members Eight votes
Six hundred and fiftv-one eight hundred

and fifty members Nine votes
Eight hundred and fifty-oneone thousand
and fifty members Ten votes

Plus one vote per two hundred additional members.
The Commadoare of Fl shall have a casting vote
Individual and Honorary Life Members shall not have
voting right+

6. Fees and Subscriptions

6.1

50

F1.shall be financed by annual subscriptions from the

62

64

NO A s and Individual members and the receipt of a

pnroportion of the International Class Fee (International

Fireball Class Rule 3} paid by the Builders of

international Fireballs.

NC A sshall pay a subscriptiontor each of their voting

members but subject to such mintmum subscription as

the Council may from time to hime determine.

{aj Individual membersshall pay such a subscription as
the Council may from time to determine,

{b} Honorary Life Members shall not be required to pay
a subscriptionto Fl

{a) Proposals tor change to the rate(s) of subscription
shall be circulated by the Secretary to members of
the Council by not later than 1st March in each year.

[b) The rate(s)of subscriptions shall be determined by
the Council by not later than the 15th April in the
same year.

[c] NC Asshall be notitied of now rate(s) of subscription
by not laterthan 1st fune in the same year.

Annual subscriptions shall be pavable by the 31st

Decemberinthe same vear and any N C A in arrears

shall have its voting rights suspended until the overdue

subscriptions shall have been paid. The membership of

an NC A or Individual Member whose subscription is

unpaid at the 3st Marchin the tollowing year may be

termindted

7. Management

71

73

The affairs oif F1 shall be managed by the Executive
subrect to the authority of the Council The Executive
shall be empowered to make payments and receive
momes. Payments shall be validly evidenced anly by the
signature of the Ireasurer or his deputy as appointed by
the Lxecutive.
Each NC A shall nominate a representative to the
Council and advise the Secretary accordingly. Nobody
shall be elected. nominated. appointed (Commodore,
Rear Commodore, Vice-Commodore, Secretary.
Treasurer, Auditor, member of Executive, member of
Technical Committee, Editor, Honorary Otficer, etc)
without the prelimmary agreement and support of his
own NC A
[a) The Caommuodore and Rear Commodores (Flag
Officers)shall be elected by the Council
(b) Hlag Officers shall hold oifice for a term of three
yvears and may be re elected for an additional term or
terms
(¢) Flag Officers shall subject to the provisions of Clause
7.2 benominated by an NC A supported by not less
than one other N C A nominations shall be notified



7.5

to the Secretary by not later than the Tst April in the
final year of office of the Flag Officer concerned.

{d) Inthe absence of anomination by an N.C A, for the
office of Commodore the Executive shall submit
nomination(s} to the Council

() Inthe absence of a nomination by an NC.A. the
Executive shall as occasion arises appoint a Rear
Commaodore in a particular area.

The Commadore shall, subject to the approval of the

Council, appaint (and as occasion arises terminate the

appointment).

(i) ASecretary who shall be responsible for the
maintenance of the records of Fl | the conduct of
postal ballots and the dissemination of information
to:

The Officers of F1, the members of the Council, the
members of the Executive and the NC.A s

{if) A Treasurer, whoshall have charge of the funds of F1.
and make such disbursements as the Executive shall
direct, keep an accurate recotd of the financial
affairs of F1. and present a draft annual statement to
the Executive by the 1st February in each vear.

(iii} An Auditor, who shall certify the annual financial
statemoents.

The Executive shall form a Rutes and Technical

Committee, which shall be responsible for adwvising upon

the interpretation of Class Rules, for considering the

requirements for amendments or addition to such rules,

and for making recommendations to F.I.

The Executive shall be responsible for the issue of sail

numbers and fleet numbers.

The Executive shall arrange World Championships of the

Class, and co-ordinate the dates of National or Regional

Championships as may he required. All matters

pertaining to World Championships shall be settled by

the Executive in consultation with the sponsoring club(s)
andjor relevant National Authority.

The Executive shall be entitled to act in emergency

without reference to the IYRU by issuing amendments

and interpretations to the Class Rules provided that such
amendments and interpretations shall be promptly
notified to the IYRU, to N.C.A.s and to professional
builders. Such amendments and interpretations shall be
operative upon approval by the Chairman and Vice-

Chairman of the appropriate IYRU Technical Committee

and shall be submitted for ratification to the I'YRU at its

next meeting. (1IYRU Rules for the adoption and control
of International Classes refers),

7 10 The Secretariat shall be established in the U K.

8. Powers of the Council

8.1

4.2

83

4.4

8.5

Subjectto the provisions of these rules and in particular

the objects of F1. as expressed in Rule 3 the Council shall

have absolute authority in the management of FI. and

the administration of its funds.

The Council shall be the body with power to make

recommendations to the IYRU for (hanges in Class

Rules.

The Council shall have authority on a simple majarity of

the votes cast to change the Constitution of Fl. subject

to the approval of the [YRU.

A two-thirds majority of the votes cast by the Council

shall be required to alter the Class Rules subject to the

approval of the IYRU.

The Executive may in recognition of exceptional services

to the International Fireball Class nominate and the

Council appoint:

{2) Honorary Life members.

{b] Honorary Officers{e.g Admiraljwho shall hold
office for life.

(c) Honorary Officers shall be ex offico members of the
Council and the Executive.

9. Meetings and Postal Ballots

91

92

Meetings:

(a) Ageneral meeting of the Council shall be held during
the World Championships. The date time and place
to be published by the Secretary. Officers and
Honorary Gfficers and officially nominated
representatives of NC A.s whose names shall be
advised to the Secretary not less than thirty days
before the opening date of the Championships shall
be entitled to attend such meetings.

(b} Council meetings may also be covened by the
Executive to discuss the affairs of the Class and to
plan its development and future conduct. No
decisions to change Class Rules or the Constitution
of F.i. shall be taken at such meetings.

Postal Ballots:

{al Voting of the council shall be by postal bailot.

(b] Proposals for changes to the Constitution of FI. or
the Class Rules may be made by the Executive or an
N.C.A Proposals by NC.A s shall be submitted to the
Secretary by notiater than 15th Arril in each year.

(c) Proposed amendments to the Constitution of F. or
the Class Rules shall be circulated to members of the
Council not later than 1st June in the same year. The

continued on
page 54
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Class Rules —continued  from page 49

10,

1.

12,
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the aft transom. The distance between the shroud plates at the sheer shall be 13Z2&mm = 13mm. The
attachment hele for the foresall tack shall not exceed 10mm ip dismeter. It shall be 4566mm £ T3mm
forward of the afi transoem,

The forestay shall be attached on the centreline of the foredeck not more then 5tmm from the point
of attachment of the foresail.

CENTREBOARD

{a) The centreboard shall be of solid timber, laminated timber, solid plywood, fibre reinforced
plastic or a combinaztion of these materials. Regardless of the material used, the board shall
float, even with hgles drilled through the core. Protective strips may be appiied to the
edges.

(b} The profile of the board, including any protective strips, shall be measured according to the
Centreboard Profile Sheet, Measurements A, B and C are taken at 90° to the leading edge at
the stated distance from the centre of the pivot hole. They shali be within the limits of
measurement given on the Centreboard Profile Sheet.

The leading and trailing edges of the centreboard between the points of measurement for A and
B shall not deviate from straight lines by more than &mm.

The bottom part of the centreboard shall be within the area bounded by the lines PQ, QR and
RS, where PQ and RS are straight extensions of the leading and trailing edges respectively and
the angle POR is 65,

The distance PQ shall be 177mm. Point P is where line B cuts the leading cdge. The pivot
hole centreline is drawn through the centre of the pivot hole and parallel teo the leading
edge, The diameter of the pivot hole, whether bushed or not, shall not exceed 16mm,

{c) When complete with any friction device the centreboard shall weigh not tess thanm 4kg or more
than 9kg.

RUDDER

fa) The rudder blade shall be of solid timber, laminated timber, soiid plywood, fibre reinforced
plastic or a combination of these materials. Regardless of the materials used, the blade
shall float, even with holes drilled through the core, Protective strips may be applied to
the edges.

{b) The rudder blade below the waterline shall not exceed a thickness of 25mm complete with its
protective coating.

{c) The rudder shall be fitted to the transom in such a manner that it will not part compary with
the boat during a capsize,

{d} The weight of the complete rudder assembly including blade, fittings, tiller and extension,
shall not be less than 3.0kg.

{e) Except for the tiller extension, the assembly and fittings shall not exceed 100mm in
transverse width,

WEAR AND DAMACE

On a check re-measurement at a Regatta the Race Committee or Jury may allow additional tolerance
for obvious wear or damage on wocden or FRP parts.






Constitution — continued
from page 51

exact figures of the Members’ voting powers shall be
circulated, together with the proposals.

{d) Members of the Council shall record their votes upon

nominations andfor proposals made under sub-
clauses 7.3(c), 8.5(a) and (b) and 9.2(b} and (¢) with the

Secretary within eighty days of the issue of the notice

by him. The detailed and complete results,
mentioning all the members and their votes shall be
circulated within thirty days.

{e) Class Rule changes shall be putinto effect after
agreement with the IYRU.

{f) Changes to the Constitution of El. shall be put into
effect one month after the publication of the results
of the ballot, and approval by IYRU.

10. Accounts

101 The Executive shall cause true accounts to be kept
giving full particulars of:

{a) Allmonies, assets and liabilities of FI.

{b) All monies received and expended by F 1. and of the
matters in respect of which such receipts and
expenditure arose.

(¢) All purchases and sales of goods by Fi.

10.2 The Executive shall cause to be prepared and circulated
to the Officers of F1., members of the Council, members
of the Executive and the N.C_A s not later than 1st June in
each year an annual financial statement which shall
have been audited by the Auditor.

Members of the Council are required to vote on the

accounts within eighty days of the day of issue and

approval by a majority of those voting shall constitute
acceptance of the accounts by the members of EIL

11. Protection of One Design

111 The International Fireball Dinghy may be built only by
amateurs and professional builders licenced by the
IYRU, Before licencing a builder the IYRU shall receive
the advice of the sponsor and the FI. The number of
licenced builders may vary in each country but where a
territory is adequately served others will not normally be
granted rights.

11.2 Fl. shall coltaborate with the IYRU, National Authorities
and the Sponsor in the allotment and issue of
International Class Fee plaques and sail numbers for the
International Fireball, and in the keeping of the fleet
register, a register of licenced builders and a register of
certified hull moulds.

54

12. National Class Associations

121 NC Asshall establish their own constitution
incorporating the relevant provisions of the Constitution
of FI. and the Class Rules. The Constitution of NC.As
shall be approved by the Executive and be subject to
ratification by the Council.

122 NC.Asshall co-operate with the Executive and where
applicable Mational Authorities in the control of the
tssue of sail numbers and the measurement and
certification of International Fireball Dinghies.

12.3 N.LC. A sshall beresponsible for the collection of building
fees from amateurs and their transmission to the
Secretary of FI.

13. Racing {(World Championships})
13.1 International Fireball Werld Championships shall be
opento allN.C As.
13.2 The direction of World Championships shall be the
responsibility of the Executive (7.9} who will:
(a) Organise world Championships on an annual or
biennial basis.
{b) Select the sponsoring N.C.A. and approve the venue.
(¢} Establishthe number of entries and allot places.
(d) Supply technical advisors and co-operate with the
host club and sponsoring NC.A_in the organisation
of the event.

14, Disclaimer

The IYRU, F.I. NC.As, the Sponsor and Designer accept no
responsibility in respect of the Constitution of F.I. or the Class
Rules or any claim arising therefrom

15. Dissolution

Dissolution of FI. shall take place by resolution of the Council
passed by a two-thirds majority of those voting. In this event
and after payment of all liabilities the assets and funds of FI.
shall be disposed of as shall be directed by the Councilon a
simple majority of those voting.

©Fireball International A
Revised December 1986
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than 0,25kg) shall be stretched along the mast and secured to it as close to the heel as
possible; any rigging extending beyond the heel shall be supported and not weighed. Rigging
for the spinnaker pole uphaul/downhaul and any wire strops shall be secured along the mast in
their normal positions., The tip weight in this condition shall not be less than 4.20kg.

(d) Permanently bent or rotating masts are prohibited. A permanent set of up to 40mm due to
deformation is permitted in the line of the aft edge of the mast fror upper band to heel when
rigged in the boat without tension in the shrouds or bracing.

{e) The bearing point of the eye, tube or sheave which supports the spinnaker halyard shall not be
higher than 125mm above the bottom edge of the middle mast band, nor extend more than 75mm
from the forward face of the mast.

BOOH

{a) Shall be of metal or wood, and not permanently bent. A permanent set of up to 20mm due to
deformation is permitted in the line of the top of the boom,

(b} Booms shall pass through a ring of 105mm diameter. Fixed fittings serving solely to attach
sheets, ocuthaul, kicking strap and spinnaker pele te the boom are excluded from having to pass
through the 105mm ring.

MAST BANDS

(a) The mast shall carry three painted bands of a colour strengly contrasting with the colour of
the mast. They shall not be less than 10mm in width.

(b} The top of the lower band shall not be more than 1029mm above the heel of the mast, tenon
excluded. When racing the top of the boom shall not come below the top of the lower band.

(¢} The lower edge of the middle band shall not be more than 5086mm nor less than 5074mm above the
heel of the mast, tenon excluded, The line of the luff of the foresail, when extended, shall
not meet the forward side of the mast above this height, The points where the lines of the
shrouds and of the forestay when extended meet the mast shali be within 80mm of the lower edge
of the middie band.

{d) The lower edge of the upper band shall not be more than 5715mm above the top edge of the lower
band.
When racing, no part of the mainsail shall extend above the lower edge of this band.

BOOM BAND

The boom shall carry a painted band of a colour strongly contrasting with the colour of the boom,
The band shall not be less than 10mm wide. With the boom fitted on the gooseneck and &t right
angles to the mast, the distance between the downward projection of the aft edge of the mast,
disregarding local projection or cut outs, and the forward edge of the band shall not exceed
2B845mm. When racing, no part of the mainsail shall extend aft of the forward edge of this band.

SAILS

(a) (i) Sails shall be measured in accordance with Sail Measurement Instructions of the IYRU
unless the class rules specify a different method.

(ii) Each sail shalt be approved by an official measurer who shall sign and date a mainsail or

foresail near the tack and a spinnaker near the head. Details (maker and number) shall

be entered on the Measurement Certificate. When the owner already has a certificate this






FIREBALL

BUILDING AT HOME
by Peter Bond

he Fireball was designed as a home-

built boat twenty five vears ago. It
was an immediate success and for the
first three vears eighty per cent of all
Fireballs were home built, The aims and
economics of the venture were the same
as they are to—dav: One could save 50",
of the total cost by home building.

Though the hull shape is a strict one
design, the freedom in cockpit lavout
which provided an impetus to its de-
velopment also restricted the potential
amateur builder., The plans failed to
keep up 1o date with the better ideas
and sophistications which cvolved.

At last the plans have been redrawn o
produce a boat which is not only sound,
competitive and light weight but is acs-
thetically pleasing and compares as well.
if nut better, with most of her profes-
stonally built sisters.

The aim of this article is theretore 1o
assist both newcomers and owners of
Fireballs to build a competitive boat
which will rellect the investment of two
hundred hours work. That 15 — it would
be a marketable commodity if and when
it was put on the dinghv market. ¥e
calculate thar it is poszible to build and
fit out without sails for about £1.500,

Weight

It is imperative that a4 competitive boat
should be dewn 10 minimum weight
when fitted out. The targel being bet-
ween 165 and 1751bs. The standard of
timbers acquired from your local timber
yard is intended for the building trade.
Plywoods are Singapore or Phillipino

o8

and whilst reputed 1o he marine grade
are far inferior to European plys.

Any goud hoat builder will advise vou
in obtuining best guality timbers and
plv. For the decks use four ply, which
can be sapele faced. Hull panels are best
tive piv and cross grained. You should
try 1o huy your ply in the summer. when
it is dry and hight, and store it owr of
the damp until required.

With weight in mind - it the hull is buih
in Winter, assuming that vou are not
building it in the living room, vour gar-
age should be kept at no less than SO°F,
Water absorhuon in 4 cold damp garage
can be dramauc., Using West Epoxy dur-
ing construction and finishing, given
normal maintainance. a well built hul
using good timbers will show no sigific-
ant incredase in weight in the vears to
coine. Indeed, using West 1o encapsu-
late the hull totally the boat should need
correctors after fitting out. Thixis taking
into aceount a s.5. hoop up to 1 kg and
all fittings. OQur sample boat turned out
needing 3 kg of correctors with alloy
keel band, Elvstrom bailers, a 12 gauge
s.5. hoop and all fitungs. Chines were
taprered o the ends, both transoms were
6plyv, all leading 1w a boat which was
hght at the ends but with the central
spine assernbly running the full length
of the boat giving tremendous stiffness.
[ believe the chines are cssential in
stabilizing the floor area. They weigh
about three pounds but are the basis of
a [ull-length scarfed joint between the
botiom and bilge pancls.

Types of construction
Several methods of construetion ure
open to the amateur builder:

Conventional *“Box Type” using
chines and the usuai bearers. History
has proved this builds a sounder stiffer
boat. There are still boats built this wayv,
sailing competitively after twentv—five
vears.  Utlizing  over—lap  planking

muthod gives a joint with simplicity and
strength.

West filleted boat in female mould.
This method is satisfactory and used by
a lot of professional builders. Disadvan-
tage would be, dulficulty in [itting chines
and the aquisition of a female mould,

Glass tape construction This became
popular in the mid seventies, promising
sumplicity, Problems arose in oblaining
a good finish with the raised glass weld.
Time has shown that any water seepage
rejects the glass and tape with disaster-
ous results. This tvpe of boat failed to
maintain any sort of value after two vears
of use.

Tools and misc requirements

Power drill and a good sclection of bits;
jigsaw ; stapler : power planer /not es-
sential but would save about 10hrs);
tenon saw 3 hand plane : three chisels
0T 1T claw hamirner: pliers: level;
square; spokeshave: selection of screw-
drivers including Yankee, pump handle
vpes Go clamps — as many as possible,

5 litres of West 105 und fast hardener,
100g micro balloon filler 5y graphite
powder;  H0U0z  Microfihees: 3,000
staples: 200 pan head self tappers: 100
Y x 6 countersunk brass wood screws.

Time required

Approximately 200 hrs plus 50 brs paint-
ing and varnishing. Transferring offscts
of bulkheads, panels ete to wood should
not be rushed and will probably take 15
- 20 hours. Woudworking time is
equally divided between the framing
stage, that is cutling out panels and
bulkheads, traming up the bulkheads
tanksides ¢te and scarfing the main hull
panels. Main space is not required until
the assemnbly of these components is
commenced. It is obviovsly more effi-
cient to try to spend longer periods
warking on the project than a lot of small
periods. One tends 1o forget important



stages of checking measnrements ete if
continuity 1s broken too often. An ideal

situation Is to coincide the project with Im m

a week’s holiday. The momentum built PRODUCTS

. BUILD ABETTER
"WOODEN BOAT YOU

NEED A SYSTEM

Constructional Points of
interest
Major ones in order of building are as
follows.
1. Full length centreboard case hog in-
volving the scarling of centreboard case
sides to cxtension and using the light-
weight packing to produce a substantial
light—weight hog assembly which forms
the rocker shape from bow to transomn.
2. Carline monlded from scrap plvwood
using template to produce an enclosed
mast gate transferring the stress of the
chainplates to the mast partners.
3. Additional bulkheads West filleted
into side tanks in chainplate area.
4. Mast partners carried through to for-
waird web with mahogany pad on top of
web to carry screw or strut mounting.
5. Inboard sheeting bars to carry adjust-
able jib fairleads which is more positive 2
than having a block {loating around on i WEST SYSTEM resins
staprlize the manstune conen
a strop. af the wood, maintain a set
6. Small bulkbead aft of thwart from staandared of physical propurins
templatc to carry hoop. nd provseexclinn,
7. Diecks cut out as per sheet lavout mod- '
ilied with rounded cockpit corners. The
carline line is blended in with the deck
lines giving a smooth flow of deck for- WA also market: SUPERSTIK — adjustable grade contact adhesive.

wyeli . CASCOPHEN — resoranoi resin glue. WOOD GLUE — readv 1o use FVA
ward through the carline area to aft adhesive. EXTRA BOND — multi-purpose adhesive. SUPERFAST — two part

1 PREPARATION

0 3 BONDING

The joint bunded
wath WEST SYSTEM epoxy
= becomes stronger than the
wood being joined. Little
clampng pressure is required
to achieve a good bond.

B ( [tis important te
| ( build with wood that has

been adequately dried, The

maoisture content of wood

Ior composite should be as
low as vussible,

Mldeallv 12%.

CONSTRLCTION

P!
J.l"
WEST S5YSTEM products i P e
clirnale the aeed fur o

mechanical fastenings such as

worews, (el o rrveds and

therefnre subsequent corrosion
, prodlems are pon-cuisient inoan all
bhonded construction

ENCAPSUTATING

transom. The main advantage is that the epoxv resin adhesive. EPOPHEN — epoxy putty pack, CASCOVER — nylon
deck joins are taken off the bulkheads sheathing.

giving a sixth side to “‘box’" construc-

tion. The rounded cockpit gives added *West system s the registered Trade Mark of Gougeon Bros. Ine.

strength to the hull form. The value of *West svstem Products have Lloyds Approval, ——
the deck in giving strength to the hull L, R
is greatly underestimated, J: E
8. You may hear some enthusiast saving 2 g

one should build a boat to ane limit or

another. This is not only illegal it is WESSEX RESING \ AND ADHESIVES LTD

d s. The tolerances are so small _ _
6 1o b insigniticant. Thev are for vouir 189/193 Spring Road, Sholing, Southampton SO2 7NY England

protection to build in class. Many mea- Tel: (0703) 444744 Telex: 47388 Wessex Resins

continued on page 66 59









Building — continued
from page 59

surements are correlated, altering onc
can affect another,

FITTING OUT

Keep it simple! Don’t let some expert
chandler sell you a Christmas tree kit,
Remember the fewer leads and blocks
vour control lines and sheets have, the
smoother and quicker they wiil flow.
Whar fittings you do have, make sure
that they are good, proven items. Be-
ware of new expensive items introduced
early in the year before they have been
tried in anger.

A good chandler will be pleased to help
vou with fitting out. Ensure however
that he is actively involved with the class
and is genuinely concerned with your
speed and not his stock levels.

Have a good look round the fleets and
choose systems that are functional rather
than smart. Jein a good Fireball club
and whilst building your boat crew
around various boats in the fleet and
find out what suits you and vour style
of around

A good tip is to join a good Fireball club
and whilst building vour boat crew
around varicus boats in the fleet and
find out what suits vou and vour stvle
of sailing. Involve your crew also as he
has to use a lot of the systems.

I hope that the huilding of your Fireball
will give you pleasure. The satisfaction
of sailing with, and doing well with, your
own ‘Ship’ is really something akin to
the Fireball .... Special.

A
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Africa - continued
front page 43

They were built of Israeli plv and
mahogany, with Bruce Banks sails and
Proctor masts — booms were locally
made 1n wood or imported alloy, de-
pending on the owner's means. Many
of the fittings were home-made as the
onlv boat fittings available were very
large shackles for the lake steamer an-
chor chains — not really suitable. When
the local f[izzy drink company scrapped
1 bottle washer and stainless steel sheet
became available the standard of local
fittings improved enormously.

Mike Prentice made two boats, in 1969
and 1971, out of camphor instead of
mahogany for its light weight, rot resis-
tance and nice smell. His masts were
converted from a Coot and an Albacore,
and he {itted home—designed and made
spi chutes, said 10 be developed from
an Ankole ceremonial horn. All the
Uganda boats had travellers made from
Hillaldam siiding door gear which ran
much better under load than gear from
a chandler, burt did tend to rust,

Lake Victoria has a short, steep chop
and the noise of the Fireballs did keep
the large crocodile awayv as he regularly
watched the sailing from a rock sited
between the start and the windward
mark.

Three or four Fireballs were also built
at Jinja Saiting Club in 1972 but the fleet
was lost when the Uganda army took
over the Club in 1973 and the boats were
stove in to prevent their use by spies
and agents from Tanzania. At that time
Amin’s soldiers also moved into VNSC
and all sailing stopped from some vears;
some boats were lost and some managed
to reach Kenya as refugees, where those
Fireballs huilt from the single set of
plans did not measure, because, it was
said,the drawings had been copied with

a fold in the middle.

From Where the Sun, ..
continued from page 47

Regional  competition  has  been
heighiened by the annual Asian Fireball
Championships for which we have been
fortunate to have the sponsorship of
Johnnie Walker (Red Label, of course).
The Asians have already seen their first
decade, starting in 1977 and, like the lit-
tlc man himself, thev are stll going
strong ...or, rather, stronger.

The most successful Asians were the
1978 event which was held as a prelime-
nary to the Fireball Worlds so, of course,
we had the advantage of all the interna-
tional competiticn. The visitors, led by
Kim Slater and Nick Read-Wilson
cleaned us up. Thereafter Thailand held
the trophy right up till 1984, when Sin-
gaporean tecnager, Benedict Tun and
crew Shaw Her, took Johnnie Walker to
Singapore. In 1986, with a big showing
from Malaysia, Japan and Singapore,
the Thais were in control of the young
Japanese teams. No doubt, they are
looking tw 1990 - at home for the
Fireball Worlds aud abroad for their
first America’s Cup challenge.

Pupua New Guinea, Brunei, Darus-
salam, Indonesia, India, Malaysia and
last but not least Japan have performed
spectacularly at various regional events
such as the Asian Games, the South JZast
Asian Games and the Asian Fireball
Championship which has been held at
the Roval Varuna Yatch Club in Thai-
land every vear since 1978.

Soon we shall be in Japan for a Fireball
World Championship {1990}, and based
on my previous racing experience in
Yapan, we look forward 1o this event.
When the Japanese embarks on some-
thing, thev do in style, so don’t miss it.






CLASS RULES
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Class Rules — continued

fromm page 57

in the leech.

(35)
(iii)
{iv)
(v)
{vi)

Only cne cringle, eye or ring is permitted in the vicinity of the clew.

The length of the Tuff shall not exceed 4320mm,

The diagenal measurement shall not exceed 1525mm. The measurement shall be taken from
the outside edge of the sail at the i1ntersection of the leech and the foot to the nearest
point on the outside of the Muff,

The Tength of the centre measurement
measurements of the luff and leech.

No battens or other form of stiffening are allowed in the foresajl other than reinforcing
patches made of similar material to that of the sail.
One transparent panel may be fitted in the foresail.
area, nor be less than 150mm from any edge of the sail.
The Tuff of the foresail shail not enclose the forestay.

shall not exceed 155mm plus the mean of the

It shall not exceed 0,28 sgq.m in

(d} Spinnaker
(i) The spinnaker shall be a symmetrical three cornered safl. No headboard, battens or other
stiffening device, other than nermal woven cloth reinforcing is allowed.

{ii) When measuring, the sail shall be folded in half with the tack and clew laid con top of
each other, and ltaid con the floor as flat as possible with the just sufficient tension to
remove wrinktes along the 1uff, the middle fold and the foot of the sail.

{i11) The length of the leeches shall not exceed 4350mm.

(iv) The length of the centre fold of the sail shall not exceed 5100mm,

{vl The half width of the foot shall not exceed 1500mm.

{vi} The half width shall at no point exceed 1800mm -~ this measurement shall be taken at right
angles to the Tuff.

{vii} The half height/half width measurement shall not be less than 1500mm - this measurement
shall be found by laying the highest point of the sail directly below the centre of the
tack and clew cringles. The resulting fold at half height must be made free of wrinkles
and the measurement be taken round the edge of the fold.

{viii) Where the clew and the tack cringles are fixed outside the edges of the sail, the point
of measurement shall be the intersection of the lines drawn along the edges of the Tuffs
and the foot of the sail.

{ix} Only ane spinnaker may be carried in the boat.

(e} Insignia

The International Fireball Class insignia shall be a red disc 510mm = 13mm in diameter placed
back to back on the two sides of the mainsail above the sail numbers.
(f)

Sail Numbers

The class insignia,
Yacht Racing Rule 25.

national letters and sail numbers shall be placed as laid down in |YRU
The Tetters and numbers shall be of the following minimum dimensions:

Height 300mm
Width 200mm {excluding number one and Tetter [}
Thickness 45mm
Space between adjoining letters and numbers 60mm

19, SPINNAKER BOOM
{a) When fixed to the mast the distance between the extreme outboard end, including fittings and
the nearest point of the mast, at the mast fixing attachment, shail not exceed 2025mm,
{b) The spinnaker boem, complete with fittings, shall be capable of passing through a ring 64mm in
diameter.
continued on o

page 68



Running a World Championship
continued from page 39

The LY.R\U. is currently forming
panels of approved International Judges
and advice on this matier should be sought
from the host country’s National Sailing Au-
thority.

The National Sailing Authority is the
body that sanctions the waiving of the right
of appeal but Fireball International’s ap-
proval must also be sought regarding the
proposed members of the International
Jury.

Although English is the official lan-
guage of the class it is necessary that either
members of the Jury protest commitiee are
multi—lingual or that interpreters can be pro-
vided to assist during protest hearings.

In certain circumstances Fireball Inter-
national may approve the use of a protest
commitiee for the World Championship and
the maintenance of the right of appeal.

Weighing of Wet Clothing

The Fireball Class rules limit the
maximum weight of ctothing to be worn by
competitiors. This must be checked during

the Championship and facilities to weight
clothing in accordance with appendix 10 of
the L.Y.R.U. rules must be provided.
De-briefing

There will be a person or persons de-
signated by Fireball International to look
afterthe class's interests during the event,

The Race Ofiicers should meet with
these representatives after each race, or
as the need arises, so that any problems
or difficulties can be discussed and the ap-
propriate action taken.

SHORE ORGANISATION
Boat Parking

There must be no overhead wires be-
tween the boat park and the launching area.

There should be enocugh space for
boats to be rolled over.

Space must be allocated to each boat.

There should be some facility for sec-
uring boats to prevent them blowing over
in strong winds.

There should be supply of rubber tyres
or other padding for boats without trailers.

There must be fresh water supply for

washing down boats.

There must be some form of security
to prevent piifering from or damage to
boats.

Launching

There should be a Beachmaster who
has complete control gver all activities on
the slipways, jetlies etc. It is helpful if there
can be people allocated to assist com-
petitors during launching and recovery op-
erations.

The launching area should be large
enough to enable 2 or 3 boats to be
launched at the same time.

Slipways should not be excessively
steep and be free of weed etc.

The area immediately to seaward of
the slipway should be free of obstructions:
Many competitiors use fixed rudder as-
semblies.

Launching facilities must be adequaie
to cope with wind strengths upto Force 6,

Changing Facilities
There should be adequate changing
facilities for both men and women.
Showers should have sufficient hot
water for aff competitors.

Car Stickers 25

Fee Plaque

Measurement
Cortificates

£4.00 postage paid,

surface mail

50 : £7.50 postage paid,
surface mail

100 : £12.00 postage paid,

surface mail

1-9 copies £0.25 each nett.
10 ormore copies less N.C.A. discount
15% nett 21p. Postage extra.

PRICE LIST OF GOODS SUPPLIED BY F.l.

Forms 10 or more copies less N.C.A. discount
15% nett 43p. Postage extra.

Plans £18.00 nett. Postage extra.

Rules 1-9 copies £1.50 each nett.

10 or more copies less N.C.A. discount
15% nett £1.27. Postage extra.

Payments to be made by International Money Order or
in Sterling by cheque drawn on a London Bank - if
payment is made in other currenccies involving a
deduction of Banker’s charges the items ordered will be
proportionately reduced.

International Class £38.00 each nett. Postage extra.

Measurement 1-9 copies £0.50 each nett.




Adequate lavatory accommodation
should be provided and maintained.
ltis desirable to have drying facilities.

Information - Championship Of-
fice — Protest Room

The Official Championship Office
should be opened 3 — 4 days before the
regatta starls and remain open 1 day after
the last race.

The Office should be close to the boat
parking area.

There should be a public address sys-
tem so that messages may be transmitted.

The Championship Notice Board and
Official Results Board should be near to the
boat parking area.

The local weather forecast shouid be
posted on the Charmpionship Notice Board
each day.

Unofficial notices should not be permit-
ted on the Championship Board. A separate
board for social events etc., should be pro-
vided.

A separate room must be available for
the hearing of protests and other meetings
of the jury.

Model boats, marks, wind and tide ar-
rows etc., should be made available for the
hearing of protests.

Measuring

Hulls, foils, spars and sails are mea-
sured before the start of the World cham-
pionship. A minimum of two days must be
lefl clear before the 1st race for this mea-
surement.

Fireball International will normally sup-
ply a chief measurer who will specify the
measurements to be taken and oversee the
measurement teams.

The following should be regarded as
the minimum number of personnel required
for the meassurement:

Measuring of hulls, foils and spars: 2
measurers, 2 assistants and 1 secretary.
in addition helpers are reguired to assist
the competitor inlifting and turning the boat.
Measuring of sails: 1 measurer, 1 assistant
and 1 secretary.

The measuring area for hulls, foils and
spars should be covered and be protected
from the wind. An area approximately 12
metres x 7 metres is required and there
should be suitable facilities for weighing
hulls. It is essential to keep a free passage-

way from the exit of the measurement area
to the boat park sc that boats can be moved
quickly.

Sails should be measured in a sepa-
rate dry covered area which must have a
good clean floor. A minimum area of 12
metres x 7 metres is required and no foot-
wear or wet sails should be permitted in
this area during the measurement period.

Some measuring equipment may be
provided by the Chief measurer but nor-
mally it is the responsibility of the host Na-
tional Class Association. The National
Class Association will be responsibie for
providing, in consultation with the Chief
measurer, the necessary measuring equip-
ment. This will normally be as foilows:
Standard measuring cards

Certified Weighing scales of 150 kgs
and 25 kgs

3 No. 10 metre steel tapes

3 No. 3 metre steel tapes

600mm and 300mm steel ruies
Trestles to supporl the huils

Hull section measuring square

Strong fine string line

2 pairs of calipers — inside & outside
Spirit level

Rubber World Championship sail stamp
and ink pad

Permanent felt tip pens for signing foils
and spars

Other equipment as specified by Chief
measurer.

Repairs, Chandlery and Charter
Boats

Arrangiements should be made with a
local sailmaker and boat builder for the re-
pair of cormpetitors' equipment during the
Championship.

Competitors should be informed about
the location of chandlery retailers as well
as the sailmaker and boat builder. If a
chandlery shop is not adjacent to the re-
gatta centre it is desirable to arrange to
have a maobile shop or caravan visit the site
each day during the event.

There is a requirement for charler
boats to be available for sailors from ower-
seas who are unable or unwilling to trans-
port their Fireballs to the event. Experience
of previcus World Championships indicate
that up to £ Fireballs may be chartered for
use in the ‘World Championship.

Charter boats should be new or in good
condition. Competitors often bring their own
sails. The charter fee should include for in-
surance cost for competing in the event and
for any transport costs in getting the
Fireballs to and from the regatta centre.

Medical Arrangements
Arrangements should be made with a
local doctor and/or hospital in case of acei-
dent or illness during the event.
A well stocked First Aid kit should be
located in the Championship Office.

Valuables and Security

It is desirable, where the public have
access to the boalts, to have security per-
sonnel during day and night. If possible,
lights should be provided during darkness.

There must be somewhere that com-
petitors can either leave, or lock safely
away, valuable aricles such as money,
walches, handbags, cameras, passports
efc.

If lapel badges are to be worn, details
of when they are to be worn should be writ-
ten into the regatta programme. Extra
badges should be available for “camp fol-
lowers”.

Publicity

Generailly every support and help
should be given to members of the Press.

All sections of the mass media should
be contacted well in advance of the Cham-
pionship and given background information
as well as the Championship details.

There should be a press handout each
day during the event giving details and re-
sults of the racing.

Press and observer boats should be
available. it is important that these should
be under the control of the organisation to
ensure that they do not interfere with the
racing.

There should be an official photo-
grapher to supply prints to the press, as
well as operating a service for the com-
petitors.

The results should be sent to radic and
T.V.,as well asthe newspapers, eachday.

National Associations should be circu-
lated with a preliminary notice about one

continued on page 70
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Class Ruies — continued
from page 65

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

25,
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{¢c) The spinnaker boom may be used as a jibstick.
CREW
(a} The boat shall be raced by a crew of two persons.

{b) The total weight of clothing and equipment worn or carried by a competitor, including any
buoyancy apparatus and trapeze belt or harness, shall not exceed 15kg when wet,
To test this, all clothing and equipment worn or carried by the competitor shall be thoroughly
soaked by submerging in water, and shall then be suspended to permit ready draining and
allowed to drain for one minute, at the end of which period the weight shall be recorded.

Pockets or compartments designed to hold water as bellast in items worn or cerried by a
competitor are prohibited.

TRAPEZE

{a} Apart from the toestraps, which shall be contained within the cockpit area, and a trapeze
suspended from the hounds, which shall be used to support one person only, no other means may
be used to support the helmsman or crew outboard while racing.

{b} One flexible footloop, not exceeding 300mm in overall length, may be fitted to the gunwale on
each side of the boat to support the crew., These loops shall not be used to support the
crew's foot beyond the edge of the gunwale while racing.

{c) A trapeze belt or harness shall pot weigh more than 3.5kg and shall float.
PROJECT 10HS

Apart from bow projection strips of maximum section 5mm, fore and aft, anag 50mm deep, stern
projection strips of maximum section Smm fore and aft and 50mm deep, fitted at deck level, chine
deflectors, rudder fittings, horse, shroud plates, bottom rail protection strips, centreboard clot
ciosure strip and protection strip, self bailers, normal transom drain sockets, gunwale rubbers,
hatch covers in transom, deck projecting not more than 1>mm beyond the aft transom, nc other form
of projection or deflector shall be fitted to or through the outside of the hull shell.

SELF BAILERS

Two self bailers may be fitted. The total effective area of the bailing outlets shall not exceed
1290 sq.mm,

SHEET LEADS

No fixed part of the foresail or spinnaker sheet leads shall project beyond the outside edge of the
gunwale rubbers when viewed in plan. The control lines for any floating (non-fixed) sheet leads
shall run through or be attached to a fixed fairlead or block complying with the limitations for
fixed leads except where such a control line is led permanently through the end fitting on a
spinnaker pole.

PROHIBI TIONS

The following are prohibited: hydrauliec and pneumatic contreolled equipment, underdeck jib furling
gear, electrical or electronic instruments, transoem scuppers, lightening holes in thwarts, sheets
or halyards led through the watertight compartments, materials containing carbon fibres.
Notwithstanding the provisions of Class Rules prohibiting the use of electronic equipment the use
of an electronic timing device is permitted.
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Running a World Championship
continued from page 67

vear before the event and a feature article
and full page advertisement should be sent
for inclusion in FIREBALL INTERNATIONAL

SOCIAL EVENTS AND
PRIZES

The social events of a Fireball International
Championship are very important. Com-
pettors come from all over the world, not
only to sail agamst each other, but also to
meet and enjoy the company of fellow
sailors.

Opening Ceremonies and Re-
ceptions

The Opening Ceremony need not
necessarily be a highly sophisticated event.

The trend in recent years has been
against an emphasis of natiocnalism at the
OpenINg Ceremony,

Itis highly desirable to have some kind
of welcoming reception to let officials and
competitors meet and to help to break the
ice. Often Local Authorittes or Tourist
Boards are helpiul in promoting this recep-
tion.

Evening Social Events

There should be adeguate events in
lhe evenings to allow competitors 1o meet
each other and to keep them entertained.

An event that highlights the host coun-
try's specialist enterlainment is normally in-
cluded as well as Dances Discos. Bar-
becues. Cocktail Parties etc.

Activities for ‘Camp Followers’
If possible some activities should be
arranged during the day so that ‘camp fol-
lowers’ Teel they are parl of the event,
Local Tourist Boards are often helpful
in suggesting trips that might be organised
for overseas competitors and their friends,
during lay days. measurement day elc,

Fireball International Council
Meeting

Fireball International hold their Annual
Meeting during the World Championship.
This meeting should be included in the
programme.



Prizes and Prizegiving

For The World Championship Fireball
International provides a perpetual trophy for
each Championship race as well as the
overall trophy for the winming Helmsman
and Crew.

The host Glub and or Class Associa-
fion should provide prizes for each day's
racing as well as for the Qverall Champion-
ship.

The daily prizes are usually presented
at the evening social functions throughout
the week. In order to give a greater spread
to the pnzes it is suggested that once a
competitor has won a daily prize he isinehg-
ible to win another. The daily prizes are
therefore awarded to the highest placed
competitors who have not already won such
a prize. These arrangements for daily prizes
do not apply to the race trophies. These
are awarded at the final presentation to win-
ners of each race.

It is suggested that prizes should be
awarded to the top ten piaces in the Overall
Championship.

The fina! presentation event should not
be made too elaborate to avoid cost becom-
ing 5o high that some competitors are un-
able to attend. The presentations and
prizegiving should be so organised that they
do not take an excessively long time.

Fireball Inlernational recommends the fol-
lowing order for the presentations

1. Presentations to organisers. helpersetc
2. Prescntaton of Trophies to individual
race winners.

3. Presentation of overall Championship
prizes from 10th place to 2nd place.

4, Presentation of Championship Trophy.

CATERING AND ACCOM-
MODATION

Catering

The Host Club should ensure that
snacks and hght meals are available. dunng
the day. at the regalta cenire and that bar
facilities will be provided.

Details of restaurants in the locality
should be given in the programmce.

Acommodation

There should be a range of accommo-
dation to cater tor a variety of tastes in the
vicimty of the Chammonship 1e. there
should be Hotels; Guest Houses; Camping
Site ~ with toilet and washing facilities and
a Caravan Park ~ available for people to
bring therr own vans or to hifre caravans on
site.

The list of accommodation should be
included in the advance publaity together
with the person or body (eg Tourist Author-
ity} who will co—ordinate enquines and
bookings. The list of accommodation
should include details of costs and distance
from the regatla centre.

TRANSPORT, TRAVEL
& CUSTOMS
ARRANGEMENTS

Importation of Fireball Dinghies

National Ciass Associations should be
circulated regarding local regulations relat-
ing to the importation of Fireballs into the
host country for the purposes of competing
in the Charnpionship.

The most convenient container and or
terry pors for the imparlation ol Fireballs
should be specified together with any car-
riers with whom special arrangements have
been negoliated.

A person or body should be nominated
to deal with Customs clearance of Fireballs
coming 1o the Championship and to whom
the relevant customs and transporiation
documents should be sent.

It is most important that National Class
Associations should be advised of the time
required to process the imporied Firebails
through customs and transport them to the
regatla centre so that baats may be shipped
in sufficient time for the cvent.

Travel to, and in the vicinity of,
the Regatta Site

National Class Associations should be
advised of the best routes of travel from
various airports. ferry porls etc., to the re-
gatta site. This information should alse be
included in the pre—event publicity.

Details of public transporl within the
area around the regatta centre should be

given in the programme together with de-
tails of taxis and self—drive hire car firms,

It possible details of special coach or
rail trips available to visitors to travel to
places of interest in the area should be
given to competitors along with their prog-
ramme. (Tourist departments can usually

help with these).
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